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RULES OF THE SENATE. 


— = 


I. 


The President shall take the Chair at the hour of meeting, 
when every Senator shall take his seat and remain uncovered 
until the Senate rises. The President shall immediately call 
the Senate to order, and after Divine service, shall cause the 
names of the Senators to be called in alphabetical order, and 
the Journal of the preceding day to be read and corrected, if 
any errors exist. 


II. 


He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak to points 
of order in preference to Senators; shall decide questions of 
order, subject to an appeal to the Senate by any member, 
and his decision of any question shall be final, unless re- 
versed by a majority of the Senators voting. 


Ill, 


The President shall have a general direction of the Senate 
Chamber and the Committee Room adjoining, and in case of 
any disturbance or disorderly conduct in the Gallery, Lobby, 
or Committee Room, shall have power to order the same to be 
cleared. 

IV. 

No person shall be admitted within the bar of the Senate 
Chamber but members of the Executive and Judiciary De- 
partments, members of the House of Delegates, Ex-Govern- 
ors, former members of the Legislature, and such other per- 
sons as may be invited by the President or members of the 
Senate. 


V. 


After the reading of the proceedings of the preceding day, 
the following shall be the order of business : 

The presentation and disposition of petitions, memorials, 
applications and other papers. 

Orders. i 

Leaves to introduce bills. 

Resolutions. 

Reports of Standing Committees. 

Reports of Select Committees. 

Resolutions entitled to a second reading. 

Bills entitled to a second reading. 

Bills entitled to a third reading. 


4 
Vi. 


When the regular order for the bills on the second and 
third reading shall come up, the title of all such bills shall 
first be announced seriatim by the Clerk, unless otherwise 
ordered by the Senate. 


Vit. 
Every Senator when he shall deliver his opinion, submit a 
motion or speak in debate, shal] rise and address himself to 
the President. 


VINt. 


No Senator in debate shall name any other by his proper 
nanie, but shall designate him in some other mode. 


IOS. 
No Senator shall speak more than once upon any subject 
until every other Senator wishing to speak shall have spoken. 


xX. 
If two or more members of the Senate shall rise at the 


same time to speak, the President shall determine which is 
entitled to the flocr. 


xy, 


If any Senator shall be called to order by the President, 
or by any member, he shall take his seat until it shall be 
determined whether he isin order or not; and all questions 
shall be determined in the first instance by the President 
without debate; but any member shall have a right to ap- 
peal from his decision to the judgment of the Senate. 


ue 


There shall be a call of the Senate on the motion of any 
Senator, and all absent members, at the seat of Government, 
shall thereupon be sent for; and in case of a less number 
than a quorum of the Senate shall convene, they are hereby 
authorized to send the Sergeant-at-Arms, or any other per- 
sons by them authorized, for any or all absent Senators, as a 
majority of such Senators present shall agree, at the expense 
of such absent Senators respectively, unless such excuse for 
non-attendance shall be made as the Senators, when a quorum 
is convened, shall judge sufficient. And this rule shall ap- 
ply as well to the first meeting of the Senf&te, at the legal 
time of meeting, as to each day of the session, after the hour 
has arrived to which the Senate stood adjourned. 


XIII. 


Every Bill and Resolution originated and passed by the 
House of Delegates, shall, after the first reading in the Sen- 
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ate, be referred to the appropriate Standing Committee, un- 
Jess otherwise ordered by a majority of the members present. 

Petitions, memorials and other papers addressed to the Sen- 
ate, shalt! be presented by the eredene or by a member in 
his place. 


XIV. 


All questions shall be determined by a majority of the 
attending members, except such as are otherwise provided 
for by the rules of the Senate. 

XV. 

The proceedings of the Senate shall be entered upon the 
Journal as concisely as possible, care being taken to detail a 
true and accurate account of proceedings ; “but every vote of 
the Senate shall be entered on the Journal, and a brief state- 
ment of the contents of each petition, memorial, or paper 
presented to the Senate, shall be endorsed thereon, and en- 
tered on the Journal. Every question shall be taken by 
yeas and nays, if demanded by a Senator; and when the 
yeas and nays shall be demanded, each Senator when his 
name is called, shall, unless for special reasons excused by 
the Senate, declare openly and without debate his assent or 
dissent to the question; and no Senator shall be permitted 
to vote after the decision is announced from the Chair. 


XVI. 
The name of every Senator shall appear on the Journal on 
motion for leave to bring in a bill, on motion proposing a 
resolution, avd on motion toamend a bill, resolution or order, 


XVIT. 


The President of the Senate may, from time to time, call 
any member thereof to perform the duties of the Chair; but 
such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment: 
whenever an appeal is taken from his decision, he shall have 
the privilege of speaRing first to the question of appeal, but 
shall not vote on the question of appeal from his own decision E 


xeVae 
All Committees of the Senate, for conference, shall, if re- 
quired by any member of the Senate, be elected by ballot, 
the number not to exceed five. 
DUDS 
No Senator shall absent himself from the Seat of Govern- 


ment while the Senate is in session, without leave from the 
Senate, 
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XX. 


No rule shall be dispensed with without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members of the Senate. 


XXI,. 


When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re- 
ceived but to adjourn, to go into Executive Session, to lie on 
the table, to postpone indefinitely, to postpone to a day cer- 
tain, to commit, re-commit, or to amend 3 which several mo- 
tions shall have precedence in the order they stand arranged; 
and motions to adjourn, to go into Executive Session, and 
lie on the table, shall be decided without debate; and mo- 
tions to take up or proceed to the consideration of any ques- 
tion, shall be determined without debate on the merits of the 
question proposed to be considered. 


XXIT. 


A motion to adjourn shall always be in order; but when- 
ever the yeas and nays are being called, no question of ad- 
journment shall be received or propounded by the President, 
until they are called, counted, and reported, and the result 
announced by the Chair. 


POMEL, 


If the question in debate contains several points or propo- 
sitions so distinct that, one being taken away a substantive 
proposition shall remain for the decision of the Senate, any 
Senator may have the same divided; but on a motion to 
strike out and insert, it shall not bein order to move for a 
division of the question, but the rejection of a motion to 
strike out and insert one proposition, shall not prevent a mo- 
tion to strike out and insert a different proposition, nor pre- 
vent a subsequent motion simply to strike out; nor shall 
the rejection of a motion, simply to strike out, prevent a sub- 
sequent motion to strike out and insert. 

XXIV. ‘ 

When a question bas once been made and carried in the 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof; but 
in cases where the question has failed for want of a consti- 
tutional majority, it shall be in order for any member vot- 
ing on either side of the question, to move for the reconsidera- 
tion thereof; but no motion for the reconsideration of any vote, 
shall be in order after a bill, resolution, message, report, 
amendment or motion upon which the vote was taken, shall. 
have gone out of the possession of the Senate ; nor shall any 
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motion for reconsideration be in order, unless made on the 
same day on which the vote was taken, or within the next 
two days of actual session of the Senate thereafter; but a 
motion to reconsider a vote upon a nomination, shall always, 
if the resolution announcing the decision of the Senate has 
been sent to the Executive, be accompanied by a motion re- 
questing the Executive to return the same to the Senate; 
when any question may have been decided by the Senate, in 
which two-thrds of the Senators present, are necessary to 
carry the affirmative, any Senator who votes on that side 
which prevailed in the question, may be at liberty to move 
for a reconsideration ; and a motion for a reconsideration, 
shall be decided by a majority of votes ; but no motion to re- 
consider a vote upen a motion to reconsider, shall be in order 
at any time. 


XXYV. 


No amendment shall be received at the third reading of 
any bill, resolution, report or other proposition originating 
in the Senate, but it shall at all times be in order, before the 
final passage of any bill, resolution, report or other proposi- 
tion, to move its re-commitment; and should such re-commit- 
ment take place, and any amendment be reported by the 
committee, the said bill, resolution, report or other proposi- 
tion, as amended, shall be read, and such reading be con- 
sidered a second reading ; and then the question shall be put 
whether it shall be engrossed for a third reading; and tf 
decided in the negative, the bill, shall be rejected ; if in 
the affirmative, it shall be engrossed and read a third time, 
‘according to the rules of the Senate, 


XXXVI. 


Messages shail be sent to the louse of Delegates by the 
Secretary, who shall previously enuuise the Bae determina 
tion of the Senate upon all bills, resolutions and other papers 
communicated ; messages may be introduced in any state of 
business, ex <eept when a question is being put while the yeas 
and nays are calling, or while the ballots are counting. 


XXVIT. 


The consideration of the unfinished business, in which the 
Senate may be envaged at an adjournment, shall be resumed, 
after the reports of Select Committees, as provided in Rule 
V., and at the same time each day thereafter until disposed 


of, 
XXVIII. 


When the hour shall arrive for the consideration of a Spe 
cial Order, it shail be the duty of the Presiding Officer te 
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take it up, unless the unfinished business of the preceding 
day shall be under consideration; and when two or more sub- 
jects shall have been specially assigned for consideration on 
the same day, they shall take precedence according to the 
order of time, at which they were severally assigned, and 
such order shall, at no time, be lost or changed, except by the 
direction of the Senate; two-thirds of the members present 
and voting, assenting. 
XXIX., 

When two or more subjects shall have been assigned for 
the same hour, the subject first assigned for that hour shall 
take precedence; but special orders shall always have prece- 
dence of general orders, unless such special orders shall be 
postpoved by the Senate, two-thirds of those present and 
voting, assenting; but no bill, joint resolution, or other sub- 
ject, shal] be made a special order for a particular day and 
hour, without the concurrence of two-thirds of the Senators 
present. 


KXX. 


When a bill making appropriations of money for any pur- 
pose, is under consideration and open to amendment, it shall 
be in the power of any member to call for the division of the 
question, so as to take a separate vote on each item of appro- 
priation contained in said bill, or upon such items separately, 
and others collectively as the number making the call shall 
specify; and it shall ‘be the duty of the President to make 
such divisions of the question, and to put them to vote 
accordingly. 


XXXI. 


When a blank is to be filled, and different sums, num- 
bers or times shall be proposed, the question shall be first 
taken on the largest sum or number, and on the longest time. 


XXXIE. 


Every member who shall be in the Senate when the ques- 
tion is put, shall give his vote, unless the Senate shall ex- 
cuse him, and the refusal of any member present to vote on 
calling the yeas and nays, shall be noted on the Journal at 
the request of any member. 


XXXITI. 


The Reading Clerk of the Senate shall lay upon the desk 
of the President, every morning, all bills, resolutions and 
motions depending before the Sen ate, in the order ia which 
under the Rules, they may be entitled to consideration ; and 
at all times while the Senate is sitting, when no motion is 
noder consideration, the President shall, without any mo- 
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tion, take up said bills, resolutions and motions in the above 
order, and propose them for the consideration of the Senate, 
and they shali then be considered aad acted upon, unless 
postponed |.y order of the Senate. 


XXXIV. 

Whenever a::y Senate bill, resolution, report or other prop- 
osition, sliall have been read through a second time, with or 
without amendment, the President shall propound the Ques- 
tion: ‘‘Shall this bill, (report, or other proposition ) be 
engrossed for a third reading ?’’ If decided in the negative, 
the bill, &c., shall be rejected; if in the affirmative, it shall 
be engrossed and read a third time, according to the Rules of 
the Senate. 

KXXXYV. 

Every biil and every resolution originating in the Senate 
or received from the Honse, shall be read on three several 
days, unless the Senate by special order, two-thirds of the 
members of the Senate agreeing, dispense with the rule, 
which order shall be entered on the Journal. 

XXXVI. 

Any member, on motion or in debate, may call for the 
reading of any law, journal, record, or other public proceed- 
ings which may relate to the subject matter under considera- 
tion. 

XXXVII. 

No committee shall sit during the sitting of the Senate 
without special leave. 

XXXVIIT. 

Bills and Resolutions from the Louse shall be open to 
amendments on their second or third reading. 

: XXXIX. 

A motion to strike out the enacting words of a bill, shall 
have precedence of a motion to amend, and if carried, shall 
be considered as equivalent to its rejection; and when a 
question is postponed indefinitely, the same shall not be 
acted on again during the session. 

XT, 

After a motion is stated by the President, or read by the 
Secretary or Reading Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in the 
possession of the Senate, but may be withdrawn at any time 
before a decision or amendment, by or with the consent of the 
Senate. 

XUL. 

When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same Is 
objected to by any member, it shall be determined by a vote 
of the Senate. . 
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XLII. 


All questions relating to the priority of business to be 
acted on, shall be decided according to the rules of the Senate. 


XLII, 


The following Standing Committees, who shall have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise, shall be appointed at the com- 
mencement of each session by the President, unless otherwise 
ordered by the Senate. 

XLIV. 

A Committee on Labor and Agriculture, to consist of five 
Senators. 

A Committee on Finance, to consist of five Senators. 

A Committee on Claims, to consist of five members. 

A Committee on Judicial Proceedings, to consist of five 
Senators. 

A Committee on Internal Improvements, to consist of five 
Senators. 

A Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to consist of five 
Senators. 

A Committee on Invalid Deeds and Defective Proceedings, 
to consist of five Senators. 


A Committee of three Senators, whose duty it shall be to 
audit and coutrol the contingent expenses of the Senate. 


A Committee on Insolvent Laws, to consist of five Senators, 

A Committee on the Library, to consist of three Senators. 

A Committee on Engrossed Bills, to consist of five Senators. 

A Committee on Pensions, to consist of three Senators. 

A Committee on Corporations and Joint Stock*Companies, 
to consist of five Senators. 

A Committee on Elections, to consist of five Senators. 

A Committee on Agriculture, to consist of five Senators. 

A Committee on Printing, to consist of five Senators. 

A Committee on Edueation, to consist of five Senators. 

A Commiteee on Federal Relations, to consist of five 
Senators. 

A Committee on Militia, to consist of five Senators. 

A Committee on the Chesapeake Bay and its Tributaries, 
to consist of five Senators. 


A Committee on Retrenchment, to consist of five Senators, 
whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the expendi- 
tures of the Government, in the several departments thereof, 
and to inquire whether, and if any, what retrenchment can 


a 


be made without injury to the public service, and report 
thereupon, together with such propositions relative thereto as 
to them shall seem expedient. 


A Committee on Public Buildings, to consist of three 
Senators, to act jointly with the same Committee of the House- 
of Delegates. 


UV. 


A Committee on ‘‘Enrolled Bills,’’ to consist of two mem- 
bers to act jointly with a like Committee of the House of 
Delegates who, or some one of whom, shall forthwith present 
all enrolled Senate Bills and Joint Resolutions, requiring his 
signature, to the Governor, in person, for his signature, and 
report the fact and date of such presentation to the Senate 5. 
and said Committee shall have the privilege of reporting at 
aby time. 

A Committee of five Senators to act jointly with a Com- 
mittee of the House of Delegates, as required by the 24th: 
section of the 3d Article of the Constitution. 


XLVI. 


In addition to the Standing Committees of the Senate,. 
there shall be appointed by the President an Executive Com- 
mittee on Executive Nominations, to consist of five members, 
to whom shall be referred all Executive Nominations, unless 
otherwise ordered by the Senate, and whose duty it shall be, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Senate, to examine all re- 
commendations made to the Executive in favor of appli- 
cants for office, and all commnnications received by the Ex- 
ecutive opposed to the appointment of any applicant, so far 
as said recommendations and communications may be com- 
municated to said Committee by the Executive, and report 
thereon. 


XLVII. 


No motion to rescind, modify, or amend the Rules, or any 
thereof, shall be in order, except on one day’s notice in writ- 
Ing, specifying the rule to be rescinded, modified or amended, 


and the purposes thereof. But any rule may be rescinded by 
unanimous consent, 


XLVI. 


The rules of parliamentary practice, comprised in ‘‘deffer- 
son’s Manual,’’ shall govern the Senate in all cases to which 
they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent 
with the Standing Rules and Orders of the Senate, and the 
Joint Rules of the Senate and House of Delegates. 
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XLIX., 


When acting on Executive business, the Senate shall be 
‘cleared of all persons except the Secretary, Journal Clerk, 
Reading Clerk, and Sergeant-at-Arms. 

hh. 


A distinct and separate Journal shall be prepared and kept 
by the Secretary, of the Executive proceedings of the Senate. 


LI. 


The Rules which govern the Senate in Legislative Session, 
shall govern it in the Hxecutive Session, as far as practicable. 


ule 


When nominations shall be made in writing by the Gov- 
ernor to the Senate, they shall be considered on a future day, 
unless the Senate unanimously direct otherwise. 


LUI. 


When the President shall understand that the Senate is 
prepared to decide upon any pending nomination, he shall 
put the question: ‘‘Will the Senate advise and consent to 
the nomination of ————, tuo the office of ————?’’ and if 
required by any Senator, the question shall be determined by 
taking the yeas and nays. 


TEV: 

All confidential communications made by the Governor to 
the Senate, shall be by the members and officers thereof, kept 
secret until the Senate shall, by order or resolution, take off 
the injunction of secrecy; this rule not to impose secrecy as to 
who are the nominees to office, unless specially ordered by 
the Senate. 

LV. 

All information or remarks touching or concerning the 
character or qualifications of any person nominated by the 
Governor, shall be kept secret. 

LVI. 

Nominations approved or definitely acted on by the Senate, 
shall not be returned by the Secretary of the Senate to the 
Governor, until the expiration of the time limited for mak- 
ing a motion to reconsider the same, or while a mation to re- 
consider the same is pending, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Senate ; and when requested by the Governor, authenticated 
transcripts of the Hxecutive Records of the Senate may, by 
order of the Senate, be furnished to the Governor; and all 
original papers touching the Executive Proceedings of the 
Senate, shall be carefully filed in the office of the Secretary 


LS 


of the Senate, and there preserved, unless requested to be re- 
turned by the Governor, or ordered to be so returned by the 
Senate; and no Executive Business shall be made known or 
published by the Secretary or other officers, without the spe- 
cial direction of the Senate. 


Evie. 


Whenever it shall be determined by the joint resolution of 
the two branches of the General Assembly or otherwise, that 
the General Assembly will finally adjourn on a particular 
day, the Senate shall, at least twenty-four hours before such 
contemplated adjournment, communicate the facts through 
their Secretary to the Governor, and request to be informed 
whether he has any further communications to make. 


LVIII. 


The secrecy enjoined by the 53d and 54th Rules, shall be 
construed to apply to all proceedings in Executive Session, 
except the names of nominees, and the confirmation or re- 
jection thereof, without the ‘privilege of assigning reasons 
pending the injunction, or disclosing the vote or upinion of 
any Senator. 


EX. 


It shall not be permitted to any Senator, in the form of any 
order, resolution, or otherwise, to place upon the Journals 
any observation made by himself or another, touching the 
character or fitness for office of any individual, 

LX. 

All leaves to introduce bills, to repeal or amend any Arti- 
ele or Section of the Code, shall refer to the subject of such 
Article or Section, to facilitate the indexing the same. 


L&I. 


During the recess of the Legislature, the Senate Chamber, 
Committee Rooms and President’s Room, shall be under the 
care and control of the Secretary of the Senate. 


LXII. 


It shall not be necessary in organizing the Senate, to re- 
quire the presence of any former officer, except the Secretary 
and Sergeant-at-Aarms, nor shall any others be paid for such 
attendance. 
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